
03/01/2018

Programme for 2018

Sunday 21st January

Beggars Bush car park

Meet at Beggars Bush car park 10.00 a.m.

Walk is 10 miles via the South Downs Way, Chanctonbury Ring, Pest House, No Man’s Land and Stump 

Bottom.

There are options to shorten the route if the weather is a problem.

There will be cake at the finish!

 

Please let Jean know if you intend to join us.

Organiser: Jean Brooks email: jean@highdownhmc.org.uk

W 0.35039719 TQ 161 079

N 50.85956487

Day Walk

Map Ref:

Saturday 3rd February

Maypole Inn, Yapton

Meet at 7.00 pm for 7.30 at the Maypole Inn, Maypole Lane, Yapton, Arundel.

 The cost of the evening is  £8.50 per person and covers the cold buffet and skittles.

 Reserve your place now by sending a cheque to Chrissie using the pro-forma.

 Meals cannot be guaranteed if not booked and paid for in advance! Non attendance on the day will 

incur loss of payment. 

 This promises to be fun and a chance for like minded walkers to get together. We look forward to 

seeing you there.

Organiser: Chrissie Dixon email: chrissie@highdownhmc.org.uk

26/1/2018

W 0.612821 SU 981 041

BN18 0DPN 50.828832

Skittles Evening

Closing date for booking

Map Ref:



Saturday 10th February

Organiser: Malcolm Fendick email: malcolm@highdownhmc.org.uk

 

 

Day Walk

Saturday 10th March

Organiser: Martin Wheatley email: martin@highdownhmc.org.uk

 

 

Day Walk

Friday 23rd - Sunday 25th March

Somerset

We will be staying at Nordrach Cottage near Charterhouse on Mendip. This is a bunkhouse belonging to 

Mendip Caving Group. I have booked both the 8 bed & 16 bed rooms. There is central heating, central 

lounge with multi fuel stove, dining area, changing room with showers that never run cold (not 

individual cubicles), 2 toilets & a fully equipped kitchen with gas cooker, additional gas hobs, fridge, 

microwave & food storage shelves.

Walking groups will depend on numbers. Saturday will be a full day walk and Sunday will be a shorter 

walk to allow for travelling home.

The walks will be planned by John Longman who lives locally at Shepton Mallet. This is a lovely area to 

walk in and we will be spoilt for choice.

Accommodation :   Bunkhouse

Cost (approx) :   £75 - £80 to include shared transport, accommodation, 2 breakfasts 1 evening meal  

(based on 8 people as we have sole accommodation of 2 Bunk rooms). Independent travellers - £50-

£55

Deposit :   £40  to Organiser by 26th January 2018

Organiser: Jean Brooks email: jean@highdownhmc.org.uk

26/01/2018

W 2.697706 ST 515 561, 

BS40 7XWN 51.301571

Weekend Trip

Closing date for booking

Map Ref:



Thursday 19th - Sunday 22nd April

Lake District

Come and join us for three days of mountain walking in Patterdale near Ullswater, at the heart of the 

Lake District’s Eastern Fells. 

We'll be staying at the George Starkey Hut, a bunkhouse owned by ABMSAC (Association of British 

Members of the Swiss Alpine Club). (We walked past it on our last Lakes weekend!).

It is an architect's conversion of a village school and can sleep up to 20 in two bunk rooms, one 

sleeping 6 and the other sleeping 14.  From the front of the hut there is a splendid view of Helvellyn 

and its neighbouring fells. www.abmsac.org.uk/gshut.pdf

Fifteen beds have been booked, there is also a separate room for 8, reserved for ABMSAC members 

who may therefore be in residence alongside us.  

David Howarth is joint organiser and has some great walks planned for us:

Friday – We will walk from the hut to ascend to Angle Tarn pikes and onto High Street via the Knott and 

Rampsgill Head. Continuing on to Thornthwaite Crag we will then descend to Lower Hartsop and back 

to Patterdale. Apart from the distance (12 miles, 19 km) and the ascent (3,025 feet, 920m) this is a 

relatively easy walk. Good paths, no scrambling. There will be an option of a shorter version by 

descending from the Knott to Lower Hartsop (9 miles, 2,300’).

 

Saturday – We will travel by car to Threlkeld. Our route will take us to the summit of Blencathra via the 

Hall’s Fell ridge. This can either be a good scramble or a path lower down skirts the difficult (exciting) 

sections. There will be a choice of descent. For the thrill seekers Sharp Edge will satisfy you. 

Alternatively there is a gentle descent route via Scales Fell. 6.5 miles (10.5 km) and 2400’ (730m) of 

ascent. One of the best mountains in the Lake District, let’s hope we get some good weather.

 

Sunday – From the hut a gentle 6 mile (10km) stroll along the eastern shore of Ullswater to Howtown, 

where we will board the Lake steamer to take us back to Patterdale (subject to timings – the April 2018 

timetable is yet to be published).

Accommodation : Bunkhouse

 Cost (approx) : £120  to include shared transport, accommodaKon, 3 breakfasts and 2 evening mals.

Independent travellers - £55

   Deposit : £35 to Jeannie by 31/01/18 please.

Organiser: Jeannie Worsfold email: jeannie@highdownhmc.org.uk

28/02/2018

W 2.937949 NY 395 161, 

CA11 0NLN 54.536345

Weekend Trip

Closing date for booking

Map Ref:



Sunday 29th April

Organiser: Guy Rogers email: guy@highdownhmc.org.uk

 

 

Day Walk

Friday 11th May

Organiser: Christine Craig email: christine@highdownhmc.org.uk

 

 

Evening Walk

Saturday 19th - Monday 28th May

Scotland

Organiser: Mark Hiles email: mark@highdownhmc.org.uk

 

 

Extended Week’s Trip

Closing date for booking

Wednesday 13th June

Organiser: Michael Merritt email: michael@highdownhmc.org.uk

 

 

Evening Walk



Friday 22nd - Monday 25th June

Pembrokeshire

It has been too many years since the club visited the beautiful Pembrokshire Coast, so we have booked 

a cosy bunkhouse in a stunning costal location to put this omission to rights.

The walking will be mainly based around the Pembrokeshire coastal path, the terrain being rugged and 

fairly demanding. There will be the chance to spot seals, porpoises and other wildlife. If time allows 

there may be an option to walk in the Preseli hills - this would involve a short car journey. North 

Pembrokeshire is stunning, and a visit to the tiny cathedral city of St Davids is a must!

Celtic Camping and the bunkhouses are located on the 250 acre National Trust working farm of Pwll 

Caerog, close to the shores of the Pembrokeshire National Park with spectacular views and easy access 

to the coastal path. We will have sole use of the small bunkhouse which is positioned next to the 

farmhouse at the heart of the farm and sleeps up to 12 guests in two six-bedded rooms. The 

bunkhouse has a communal lounge, dining and kitchen area. Shower and toilet facilities are in an 

adjacent building, although there is a small en-suite toilet and shower room in the bunkhouse. 

Accommodation: Celtic Camping Small Bunkhouse

Cost (approx): £150 to include shared transport, accommodation, 3 breakfasts 2 evening meal. 

Independent travellers: £95

Deposit: £75

Chief Walk Leader: Linda Norman

Organiser: Alison Edwards email: alison@highdownhmc.org.uk

17/04/2018

W 5.220075 SM 784 301, 

SA62 6DGN 51.926283

Weekend Trip

Closing date for booking

Map Ref:



Friday 13th - Sunday 15th July

Wessex Ridgeway

We will be walking the Wessex Ridgeway section from Tollard Royal to Cerne Abbas. This is ridge 

walking akin to the South Downs - once you are up you are pretty much up! But, there will still be some 

ascents and descents. The walks on both Saturday and Sunday are likely to be 11/12 miles. It may be 

possible for those who want to do less mileage to opt out earlier in the day and be picked up by the 

relay car at the end of the day. We will have an early 'ish start on the Sunday to leave time for travel 

home.

There will be wide-ranging views and we'll pass through some lovely villages including Ashbourne, the 

highest in Dorset. Cerne Abbas has its Giant, Medieval houses, and Abbey remains. We'll cross chalk 

streams and see the impressive Hambledon Hill and Hod Hill hill forts. 

Accommodation

Accommodation will be The Trooper Inn Bunkhouse in the heart of the Blackmore Vale, 4 miles from 

Sherborne. The bunkhouse https://www.thetrooperinn.co.uk/camping/  sleeps up to 9 (unless you 

want to share a sofa bed in which case 10!). But there is also camping at the same site which we could 

make use of if we fill the bunkhouse. The campsite has the usual showers and toilets, a pub, and 

restaurant. 

The site is a certificated site of the Caravan and Camping Club and there are hookups for motorhomes. 

There are only 5 caravan or motorhome spaces and they are exclusively for members of the Club. If 

you want to bring a caravan or motor home please book your own space, early booking is 

recommended.

Catering

The Friday night meal will be the "fish & chips evening" at the pub. The Saturday evening meal will be 

self catered. Please bring your own lunches x2.

Cost & booking

Cost approx £75 - £85 to include shared transport, accommodation, 2 breakfasts, 1 evening meal. 

Independent travellers £50-£55

Deposit £40 to organiser Christine

Organiser: Christine Craig email: christine@highdownhmc.org.uk

18/5/2018

W 2.407123 ST 714 149, 

DT10 2JWN 50.933256

Weekend Trip

Closing date for booking

Map Ref:



Monday 16th July

Alison's house

Organiser: Alison Edwards email: alison@highdownhmc.org.uk

W 0.41083 TQ 120 028, 

BN12 4EUN 50.81471

Planning Evening

Map Ref:

Thursday 26th July

Organiser: Guy Rogers email: guy@highdownhmc.org.uk

 

 

Evening Walk

Saturday 11th August

Organiser: Guy Rogers email: guy@highdownhmc.org.uk

 

 

Meteor Shower Walk

Saturday 8th - Sunday 9th September

Thames Path

Organiser: David Sutcliffe email: david.s@highdownhmc.org.uk

 

 

Weekend Trip

Closing date for booking

Saturday 22nd September

Organiser: Stephen Edwards email: stephen@highdownhmc.org.uk

 

 

Day Walk



Saturday 29th September - Saturday 6th October

Sea and Mountains: Costa Brava (the Wild 

Coast) of northern Spain

Our foreign trip for 2018 is to the extraordinarily beautiful Catalan coast of northern Spain, where we 

will stay in a self-catering villa with a small heated pool, set a short walk from the town of Estartit. The 

Villa has ample cooking facilities but there are excellent local restaurants within walking distance if you 

prefer and Oliver and Elaine will provide evening transfers to try other restaurants in the region once 

or twice if required. 

We will enjoy 5 days of guided walks led by a qualified international mountain leader including full days 

north and south on the GR92 coastal trail, a day on the GR10 which crosses the Pyrenees, as well as a 

walk in the Montgri Nature Reserve. All transport needed for the walks is provided; also included in the 

price are group transfers from Girona airport in Spain or Perpignan and Carcassonne airport in France 

or you could choose to fly via Barcelona and transfer by train – they will pick you up from Flaca station. 

The apartment has 3 twin/double bedrooms, a light and spacious lounge/kitchenette/dining area and 

two bathrooms with shower. There is a rest day midweek, with lots of options for exploring the local 

towns and villages or simply resting by the pool or on the nearby beach. 

The landscapes around this area are stunning and the walking takes you to remote coves, panoramic 

hills and the eastern spur of the Pyrenees so you will experience a rich diversity of scenery - this 

unspoilt area of the Costa Brava is a hiker’s paradise.  The trip is graded as strenuous; if you’re a regular 

HHMC weekend walker then this will not be too difficult for you. 

You will need to book your own flights separately; last year Easyjet published their flights as early as 

December for the following summer and autumn - prices can be very cheap if you book early. If you 

wish you could add an extra day at your own expense in Barcelona or Girona. Jeanne Worsfold and I 

have both done this week and found it hugely enjoyable as well as being excellent value – please talk to 

either of us for more information. The website with full details and itinerary is at 

http://www.snowsafari.net/seaandmountainsharder.html

The total cost is likely to be around 200 Euros pp for the week (based on 6 people booking – fewer may 

mean a slight increase) to which you will need to add flights and food. As places are strictly limited to 6 

this will be on a first come first served basis and a deposit of £55 will secure your place. 

CLOSING DATE IS 30 NOVEMBER 17. Please contact me if you wish to reserve a place ASAP!

Many thanks, Sue Waton

Organiser: Sue Waton email: sue@highdownhmc.org.uk

30/11/17

E 3.198753

N 42.05405

Foreign Trip

*** Now fully booked - but get on the reserve list if you want ***

Closing date for booking

Map Ref:



Thursday 11th - Sunday 14th October

Snowdonia

For a change this year we have booked the CHAmois bunkhouse with panoramic views of Caernarfon 

castle, Anglesey and the Menai straits. It has direct access onto the Moel Eilio ridge, making it a perfect 

location for an Autumn trip to the mountains of Snowdonia! There are options to walk from the 

bunkhouse, or to drive a short distance to access more walks, with wet weather options and possibly 

some scambling if anyone is up for it. 

Trefor, our local expert, will be putting together some routes nearer the time; let us know if there are 

any particular areas within that region that you would like to walk in. The days will be “full mountain 

days” but we may be able to offer shorter  / lower level walking options if we have anyone willing to 

volunteer to lead those walks.

The centre itself is pretty big; we have booked 16 beds, but it will accommodate quite a few more. 

We’ll be self catering in our traditional Highdown manner, but just so you know, Snowdonia Park  is a 

fantastic micro brewery pub restaurant just down the road in Waunfawr (about 1.5 miles) that calls for 

a visit on the Friday evening!

Accommodation: The Chamois Mountaineering Centre, which is located at Ceunant in Snowdonia

Cost (approx): £110 to include shared transport, accommodation, 3 breakfasts 2 evening meal. 

Independent travellers: £55

Deposit: £30

Chief Walk Leader: Trefor Jones

Organiser: Alison Edwards email: alison@highdownhmc.org.uk

17/8/2018

W 4.195555 SH 532 608, 

LL55 4SAN 53.124142

Weekend Trip

Closing date for booking

Map Ref:

Sunday 28th October

Organiser: Richard Wilton email: richard@highdownhmc.org.uk

 

 

Day Walk



Saturday 17th - Sunday 18th November

North Downs

Organiser: Jacqui Hiscocks email: jacqui@highdownhmc.org.uk

 

 

Weekend Trip

Closing date for booking

Sunday 25th November

Goring-by-Sea C of E Primary School

AGM - Join us for our annual review of our year's walking and help choose our new committee for 

2019.

Details to follow.

Organiser: Brian Aldred email: secretary@highdownhmc.org.uk

W 0.422147 TQ 112 027

BN12 4RNN 50.813684

AGM with Cheese & Wine

Map Ref:

Saturday 1st December

Organiser: Sandra Rogers email: sandra@highdownhmc.org.uk

 

 

Day Walk


